
 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I tell you, will attempt to enter 

but will not be strong enough” (Lk 13:24).  

 2,000 years ago in Jerusalem, the population of the city swelled as pilgrims came from all 

over the Holy Land to celebrate the Passover. They recalled the Exodus of the Israelites out of 

Egypt when Pharoah held them captive in slavery and forced them to work against their will on 

the sabbath and on every other day of the week. After the angel of death opened a way out of 

Egypt, Moses led his people to the banks of the Red Sea. A narrow gate of water opened, and he 

led them across a patch of dry land. Pharoah’s soldiers followed but the gate closed, and the 

waters of death rushed in. 

In Jerusalem, the people longed for a new savior to set them free from Roman 

occupation. They hoped for a messiah to overturn their political enslavement. Their thinking was 

too narrow, too worldly, too self-serving. Religious leaders saw Jesus as a threat to their own 

fragile political power and they sought to silence the voice of truth. Jesus was arrested and 

condemned to death. The crowds yelled “Crucify him, Crucify him.” Each time we read the 

Passion, we add our own voices to the historical figures from long ago. We too can be worldly, 

self-serving, and narrow minded.  

Jesus did not come to set a small band of people free from political tyranny, he came to 

offer salvation to all of humanity, Jew and Gentile alike. “By his death and Resurrection, Jesus 

Christ has ‘opened’ heaven to us. The life of the blessed consists in the full and perfect 

possession of the fruits of the redemption accomplished by Christ. He makes partners in his 

heavenly glorification those who have believed in him and remained faithful to his will” (CCC 

1026). “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what God has prepared 

for those who love him” (1 Cor 2:9). “Despite God’s universal saving will, salvation should not 

be taken for granted!”i 

“We cannot be united with God unless we freely choose to love him. But we cannot love 

God if we sin gravely against him, against our neighbor or against ourselves … To die in mortal 

sin without repenting and accepting God’s merciful love means remaining separated from him 

forever by our own free choice” (CCC 1033). There is a different path. 

The doors to the church are open wide each Sunday. But if one were to look for a narrow 

gate in the church, it would be the door to the confessional. A handful of people seek God’s 

mercy and forgiveness regularly through the sacrament of mercy… but the vast majority do not. 

Confessing our sins is not telling God some secret he doesn’t already know. “Thus says 

the LORD: I know their works and their thoughts” (Isa 66:18).  Confessing our sins is 

acknowledging our weakness and seeking God’s help. How hard it is for some of us, myself 

included, to ask for that help. Nevertheless, scripture encourages us to do just that: “My son, do 

not disdain the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when reproved by him; for whom the Lord 

loves, he disciplines; he scourges every son he acknowledges” (Heb 12:5-6). 

It is a two-way street. We seek God’s mercy and forgiveness, and he seeks our help to 

pay it forward to others. We enter the narrow gate as we forgive others as he has first forgiven 

us. God also seeks our help to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to visit the sick, to bury the 

dead, to console the mourner, to bring a ray of sunshine to those who are isolated in prison. “Our 

Lord warns us that we shall be separated from him if we fail to meet the serious needs of the 

poor and the little ones” (CCC 1033).  

 “Jesus often speaks of … ‘the unquenchable fire’ reserved for those who to the end of 

their lives refuse to believe and be converted, where both soul and body can be lost. Jesus 

solemnly proclaims that he ‘will send his angels, and they will gather . . . all evil doers, and 



throw them into the furnace of fire,’ and that he will pronounce the condemnation” (CCC 1034). 

“Then he will say to you, ‘I do not know where [you] are from. Depart from me, all you 

evildoers!’” (Lk 13:27). 

Our readings are an urgent call to conversion, to turn from sin and to turn to God. We are 

so shortsighted in our worldly ways. We should constantly be looking for a better way, not an 

easy path through a wide gate, but a narrow passage. Jesus shows us that narrow passage in 

Jerusalem as he carries his cross to Calvary. When he fell along the way, Simon of Cyrene was 

pressed into service to help him.  

The Lord asks us to help him as well. “So strengthen your drooping hands and your weak 

knees. Make straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed” 

(Heb 12:13). In reaching out to help others, the Lord strengthens us to be both more 

compassionate and to be more courageous in following “the way, the truth and the life” (Jn 

14:6).  

 
i Gadenz, Pablo T.. The Gospel of Luke (Catholic Commentary on Sacred Scripture) (p. 258). 


